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An Interview with  

BEVERLY CLEARY  
on Ramona Quimby, Age 8 

1. What has stood out to you, since first 
publishing the Ramona books, about fans of 
Ramona Quimby?
I’ve been surprised by the variety of readers who love 
Ramona. Boys and girls of all different ages enjoy 
Ramona’s stories. Parents, too! I know this because 
readers will often send me their photos in the mail. 
Quite a few of them are teachers, too, and sometimes 
they’ll send a photo of the whole class.

2. In Ramona Quimby, Age 8, you so accurately 
capture a young person’s vow to never become 
his or her parents when Ramona states, “If I 
ever have a little girl, I won’t ever make her 
eat tongue.” When you were raising your son 
and daughter, did you ever catch yourself lec-
turing them or saying something that your 
mother and father had said?
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I didn’t ever catch myself lecturing my children on 
things that my mother and father had said to me 
growing up, but I do always recall two pieces of 
advice that they gave me. My father would always 
say, “Never walk uphill behind a load of hay.” And 
my mother would say, “Never write anything in a 
letter that you wouldn’t mind written in a newspaper.” 
So I have tried to abide by both!

3. If Ramona was a teenager, what would she 
be doing right now?
Well, I suppose she could be doing any number of 
things! She probably wouldn’t make the best baby-
sitter, though!

4. You’ve always disliked it when critics 
labeled Ramona as “mischievous.” Explain 
the importance of celebrating Ramona’s curi-
osity and the trouble that it sometimes gets 
her into.
Yes, it was always something that  annoyed me when 
reviewers or critics would call her “mischievous” 
because, in my mind, she wasn’t. So her curiosity got  
her into trouble sometimes, but she was never mis-
chievous. She was imaginative, funny, and curious—
all things I think are great for children to be.
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5. Ramona’s character and her books have 
come to mean so much to the third and fourth 
graders who read about her every year. Did 
you have a literary character that you clung to 
growing up?
I always loved Jo in Little Women because she wanted 
to write and so did I.

6. You’re an only child. Where did you draw 
inspiration from when writing about the relation-
ship between Ramona and Beezus?
Well, for one thing, imagination. It’s a wonderful 
tool and has helped me greatly in my career. But 
also, as you go through life, you pick up shreds 
of things, and eventually you are able to fit them 
together. I knew two sisters who fought, and I must 
have filed away their relationship because when the 
time came to write the Ramona books, I called upon 
the memory of them. Writers have minds like scrap 
bags! Always collecting things, storing them away, 
and waiting to use them in a story.

7. The scene in which Ramona cracks the raw 
egg on her head during lunch has become an 
iconic moment not only for the series, but in 
children’s book history. Did you ever endure 
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an embarrassing moment like that when you 
were in school? Were any of the blunders that 
Ramona got herself into—whether at home or 
in school—inspired by experiences from your 
own childhood?
Not directly, but I do remember quite an embarrass-
ing moment in first grade. I started the grade in this 
great big school after having lived on a farm for most 
of my life. I was afraid to go to the bathroom because 
it was all the way down in the basement. I was scared 
to go down there—at the time it seemed terribly 
frightening. So when the time came that I needed 
to go to the bathroom, I held it and held it and held 
it. Until I couldn’t anymore, and I went in my pants. 
That was certainly humiliating. But sure enough, as 
time went on, I overcame my fear.

8. “Beatrice Quimby’s biggest problem was 
her little sister Ramona” begins Beezus and 
Ramona, and thus, the entire Ramona series. It 
has become, arguably, one of the most well-
known lines in children’s books. Is there a line 
that stands out most to you in the Ramona 
series?
Oh, yes. I’m quite fond of the lines from the scene 
in Ramona the Brave where Ramona is talking back 
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to her parents and yells, “Guts! Guts! Guts!” I always 
found that scene funny.

9. If Ramona was in the workforce today, what 
sort of career would she have?
I think she might end up as a travel agent. I think 
her love of the unknown and her curiosity would 
lead her down a path where should could help other 
people find their own adventures.
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